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Local League Updates
Congratulations to the following teams that represented
the Macon Area Tennis Association at the 55+ State
Tournament in Columbus on June 3- 6:
WOMEN
3.0 HOCO-Gibbs
Captain- Penny Gibbs
3.5 JDS-Young
Captain- Wanda Young
4.0 HP-Messervy
Captain- Patricia Messervey
MEN
3.5 HP-Patel
Captain- Ashwin Patel
4.0 RS-Wright
Captain- Mickey Wright
2022/2023 local league schedule will be emailed out to all players at the
beginning of July. Registration for the fall season will open on 7/24/22.
This year we will begin the Spring league season 2 weeks later to minimize
the overlap with the Winter Mixed league.
Along with the Captain's Meeting prior to the fall season, there will also be a
New Captain's Meeting that will cover Tennislink, Rules & Regulations,
preparing for the State Tournament, and more helpful hints. Seasoned
captains will also be welcome!
What a relief and a joy it has been getting back to tennis under more normal
conditions. I am thankful to everyone that was patient as we all navigated
this unfamiliar time together.

Georgia State League Championships
Congratulations to the “Tennis Junkies” captained by
Elizabeth Hardy and Kimberly Faulkner, on their run to
the Quarterfinals at the Georgia State League
Championships in May. This is the third time their team
has qualified for the Quarterfinals. They were the highest
advancing team from Macon.

League Schedule

Tri-Level will finish up on 6/19. The winners will
be competing at the State Tournament in LaGrange,
August 5-7.
Summer Mixed will finish up on 8/6. The winners
will have the home-court advantage and will be
competing at the State Tournament in Macon,
September 9-11.
Combo will finish up on 8/20. The winners of the
55+ will be competing at the State Tournament in
Columbus, September 23-25. The 18+ and 40+
leagues will compete in Valdosta and Dalton:
18+ 5.5, 7.5 Valdosta, October 21-23
40+ 6.5, 8.5 Valdosta, October 21-23
18+ 6.5, 8.5 - Dalton, November 4-6
40+ 7.5 - Dalton, November 4-6

MATA's Community Programs

NJTL

MATA and Coach Terry “T” Jones has
started running an after-school tennis
program for elementary students at
local schools in Macon. The Program is
designed to grow tennis within the
youth population and provide young
athletes with the teaching to improve
their game. We are currently working
with Saint Peter Claver Catholic School
and LH Williams Elementary School,
and we are looking to continue to
expand to other schools in the area.
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Net Therapy: Kids on the Spectrum
The USTA has many outreach programs for youth tennis programs. Net
Therapy is a program that allows us to reach out within our community
and provide tennis as a way to remain active and have fun. This camp
is specifically for children on the spectrum and has become one of our
most popular clinic programs. MATA has run this clinic in Macon for a
few years and we are excited to continue the program this summer.

Vet Therapy
Veterans Net Therapy has been an incredible resource to our community's
active military and veterans. The clinic was put in place to provide the
lifetime sport of tennis to those who served our country and provide them
with a way to meet their social, physical, and mental health needs.
This month, we will begin the program on June 21st at Randy Stephens
Tennis Center from 7 to 8:30 pm.

Board and Staff Spotlights
MATA Staff Spotligtht
Mary Cay McCullough is a Florida native who graduated from Wesleyan College with a
degree in Public Relations and Communications. She has spent nearly 30 years in nonprofit management in the Middle Georgia Area in both volunteer and professional
capacities. She became Executive Director of Macon Area Tennis Association in
September 2020. McCullough brings a wealth of grant writing and non-profit
management experience to MATA. She is excited to help grow tennis in the Middle
Georgia area.
McCullough is very excited about the programs that MATA is providing to the community.
“Our new NJTL league is flourishing, and we are expanding to two new schools this year,”
she states. “I am so excited that we are expanding Net Therapy to include a clinic for
children with Down’s Syndrome and our Vet Therapy program to include a clinic just for
military spouses.”
“Professionally, I am learning so much from this position,” McCullough said. “I am
learning so much through the USTA Leadership Seminar that I am thrilled to have been
selected for! The opportunity to learn from seasoned professionals in the tennis arena
and the ability to network with other CTA professionals has been an invaluable learning
experience.
Mary Cay has been playing tennis for 15 years and plays on several local league teams.
She counts her teammates among her closest friends. She has two daughters Caitlyn (25)
and Maggie (21).

MATA Board Member Spotlight
Micheal Barber began his career at MATA in 2015 as a board member. He began
being more involved after seeing the impact MATA was making on the community.
He served time as the Vice President before serving as the President until the end of
2021. His crowning achievement as President was helping MATA to reach 501(c)(3)
which has allowed MATA to expand further into the Middle Georgia area. Micheal
currently serves as the District Representative for Middle Georgia for USTA Georgia.
Barber grew up in Aiken, SC where he began playing tennis in the sixth grade. He
says, “ My mom told me I either had to try tennis or swimming, but I did not want to
wear a speedo.” He then continued his tennis career at Wofford College in
Spartanburg, SC. After Wofford, he attended Law School in Charleston, SC. He made
the move to Macon in 2011 and began practicing law, and he now practices at Prine
Law Group.
Micheal and His Wife Lauren live downtown with their dog Denver. “We enjoy
supporting local restaurants and events” Barber Said, “When I am not working, I
enjoy sports, reading, and spending time with friends and family.” He still enjoys
tennis and says “...tennis has helped me meet new people and make life-long
friendships, which is the best part of tennis and why I still love to play.”

FOR MORE VISIT:

www.macontennisassociation.com

